Teaching Guide: Discerning Truth on Women’s Roles in the Bible Using Scripture


Introduction: A Watchman’s Call to Seek Hidden Manna


As watchmen of Yahovah (Ezekiel 3:17, 33:7), we are called to warn His people and share the hidden manna—pure truth promised to those who overcome apostasy (Revelation 2:17, KJV). The Wheat and Tares parable (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, KJV) guides us to separate Yahovah’s truth (wheat) from the lies of apostate churches (tares). Today, we examine what scripture—using the King James Version, Dead Sea Scrolls, and Apocrypha—says about women teaching or holding authority over men. Our goal is not to judge but to discern, with love, what aligns with Yahovah and Yeshua’s word, exposing falsehoods to lead others to truth (2 Timothy 2:24-25).


Teaching Tip: Share this with gentleness, asking questions like, “What does Yahovah’s word say?” to spark reflection. Pray for wisdom (James 1:5) to guide others out of apostasy.


1. Canonical Scripture: What Does the KJV Say?


Using the KJV, we’ll analyze key passages often cited about women’s roles, with Strong’s Concordance to clarify terms. We’ll apply the Wheat and Tares lens to discern truth from apostate misinterpretations.


1.1. 1 Timothy 2:11-15


KJV Text: “Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.”


Strong’s References:


Silence (G2271, h?suchia): Quietness, tranquility, not speechlessness. 


Teach (G1321, didask?): To instruct or impart doctrine. 


Usurp authority (G831, authente?): To domineer or exercise autocratic power (used only here in the New Testament). 


Deceived (G1818, exapata?): To be wholly seduced or misled. 


Context: Written to Timothy in Ephesus, this letter addresses false teachings. The passage focuses on church order, citing Adam and Eve to explain restrictions.


Wheat and Tares Analysis:


Wheat (Truth): Yahovah values order in worship (1 Corinthians 14:40). The call for “silence” (h?suchia) suggests calm learning, not total muteness, and “usurp authority” (authente?) warns against domineering, not all leadership. 


Tares (Falsehood): Apostate churches twist this to silence women entirely, or give them authority to teach men, ignoring Yeshua’s inclusion of women as disciples (Luke 8:1-3). The reference to Eve’s deception is misread as universal female weakness, not a specific event. 


Dead Sea Scrolls Insight: The Community Rule (1QS) emphasizes communal order but doesn’t restrict women specifically, suggesting 1 Timothy reflects local issues, not Yahovah’s eternal decree. 


Teaching Point: Ask, “Does Yahovah limit all women, or is this about avoiding chaos in Ephesus?” Highlight women like Miriam (Exodus 15:20, prophetess, in this context it is direct toward women) to show Yahovah’s broader plan.


1.2. 1 Corinthians 14:34-35


KJV Text: “Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. If they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.”


Strong’s References:


Silence (G4601, siga?): To hold peace, be still. 


Speak (G2980, lale?): To talk or utter words, not necessarily teaching. 


Obedience (G5293, hupotass?): To submit or be subject to. 


Context: Paul addresses disorder in Corinthian worship, including chaotic speaking in tongues. This follows rules for prophecy and order.


Wheat and Tares Analysis:


Wheat (Truth): The call for “silence” (siga?) likely targets disruptive speech, not prophecy (1 Corinthians 11:5, women prophesying). “The law” is unclear, as no Torah verse bans women speaking, suggesting cultural norms. 


Tares (Falsehood): Apostate churches use this to bar women from all roles, ignoring women like Deborah (Judges 4:4, prophetess and judge). The “shame” reflects Greco-Roman customs, not Yahovah’s heart. 


Dead Sea Scrolls Insight: The War Scroll (1QM) mentions women in supportive roles, not leadership, but doesn’t silence them, implying contextual limits in Corinth. 


Teaching Point: Share 1 Corinthians 11:5 to show women prophesied. Ask, “If Yahovah allows women to prophesy, why would He silence all speech?” Guide listeners to question church traditions.


1.3. Genesis 3:16


KJV Text: “Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.”


Strong’s References:


Desire (H8669, t?shuwqah): Longing or craving. 


Rule (H4910, mashal): To govern or have dominion. 


Context: Yahovah’s judgment after the Fall describes consequences for Eve’s sin, affecting marriage dynamics.


Wheat and Tares Analysis:


Wheat (Truth): This describes a fallen state, not Yahovah’s ideal. The “rule” (mashal) is a consequence, not a command, as Genesis 2:18 calls Eve a “help meet” (H5828, ezer, a strong ally). 


Tares (Falsehood): Apostate churches claim male rule is Yahovah’s design, ignoring Yeshua’s restoration of equality (Galatians 3:28, “neither male nor female”). 


Apocrypha Insight: Jubilees 3:8-14 retells Eve’s creation as Adam’s helper, emphasizing partnership, not subservience, before the Fall. 


Teaching Point: Contrast Genesis 2:18 with 3:16. Ask, “Does Yahovah’s original plan for Eve align with apostate views of male dominance?” Point to Yeshua’s example of honoring women (John 4:7-26).


2. Apocrypha and Dead Sea Scrolls: Additional Insights


The Apocrypha and Dead Sea Scrolls provide context, often reinforcing patriarchal norms but lacking explicit bans on women teaching. We’ll examine key texts to discern truth.


2.1. Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 25:24, 26:14-15


Text (NRSV, as KJV lacks Apocrypha): “Of the woman came the beginning of sin, and through her we all die” (25:24). “A silent and loving woman is a gift of the Lord… A shamefaced and faithful woman is a double grace” (26:14-15).


Context: Written ~180 BCE, Sirach offers wisdom, often patriarchal, on family roles.


Wheat and Tares Analysis:


Wheat (Truth): Sirach reflects cultural views, not Yahovah’s command. “Silent” praises modesty, not a ban on teaching. 


Tares (Falsehood): Apostate churches use Sirach to justify silencing women, ignoring its non-canonical status and Yahovah’s use of women like Huldah (2 Kings 22:14). 


Dead Sea Scrolls Insight: 4QInstruction (4Q416) emphasizes wisdom for all, without gender restrictions, suggesting Sirach’s bias is cultural. 


Teaching Point: Explain Sirach’s cultural lens. Ask, “If Yahovah inspired Huldah to teach, does Sirach override His will?” Focus on canonical authority.


2.2. Jubilees 3:8-14


Text (Charles Translation): Eve is created as Adam’s helper, named by him, signifying his role over her.


Context: Written ~2nd century BCE, Jubilees retells Genesis with a covenant focus.


Wheat and Tares Analysis:


Wheat (Truth): Eve’s role as “helper” (ezer, Genesis 2:18) implies strength, not inferiority. Adam’s naming reflects pre-Fall harmony. 


Tares (Falsehood): Apostate churches misread this as permanent male authority, ignoring Yeshua’s elevation of women (Luke 10:38-42, Mary learning). 


Dead Sea Scrolls Insight: 4Q521 (Messianic Apocalypse) describes Yeshua’s inclusive ministry, not limiting women. 


Teaching Point: Share Genesis 2:18’s ezer. Ask, “If Yahovah calls Eve a strong ally, why do churches diminish women?” Highlight Yeshua’s example.


2.3. 1 Enoch 6-8


Text (Charles Translation): Fallen angels teach women forbidden knowledge (sorcery, cosmetics), leading to corruption.


Context: Written ~3rd–1st century BCE, 1 Enoch addresses cosmic sin.


Wheat and Tares Analysis:


Wheat (Truth): This warns against illicit knowledge, not women teaching Yahovah’s truth. Women’s susceptibility is not universal. 


Tares (Falsehood): Apostate churches use this to paint women as prone to deception, contradicting Yahovah’s trust in women like Deborah. 


Dead Sea Scrolls Insight: 4Q201 (Enoch fragments) focus on judgment, not gender roles, suggesting cultural exaggeration. 


Teaching Point: Clarify 1 Enoch’s focus on angels’ sin. Ask, “Does Yahovah restrict women from His truth, or only from corruption?” Point to women prophets.


3. Synthesis: Discerning Yahovah’s Truth


Using the Wheat and Tares parable, we see:


Wheat (Truth): Yahovah equips all to serve Him (Joel 2:28-29, Spirit on all flesh). Women like Deborah, Huldah, and Priscilla (Acts 18:26, teaching Apollos) show Yahovah’s approval of women sharing His word. Restrictions in 1 Timothy and 1 Corinthians address local chaos, not eternal bans. 


Tares (Falsehood): Apostate churches, sowing tares, misapply these verses to silence women, rooted in Greco-Roman culture, not Yahovah’s heart. They ignore Yeshua’s inclusion of women and the Dead Sea Scrolls’ broader vision of covenant community. 


Key Scriptures:


Galatians 3:28 (KJV): “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ [Yeshua].” 


Acts 2:17-18 (KJV): “I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy.” 


4. Teaching Others: Practical Steps


Share Scripture: Use KJV passages like Galatians 3:28 and Acts 2:17-18 to show Yahovah’s inclusive call. Contrast with 1 Timothy’s context. 


Ask Questions: “If Yahovah used Deborah to lead, why do churches limit women?” Encourage searching for hidden manna. 


Highlight Yeshua: Show how Yeshua honored women (John 4, Luke 10) as disciples, unlike apostate restrictions. 


Use Scrolls/Apocrypha: Reference 4Q521 or Jubilees to show Yahovah’s broader plan, but prioritize KJV for authority. 


Speak in Love: Per 2 Timothy 2:24-25, teach gently, trusting Yahovah to reveal truth. 


5. Conclusion: Pulling Others to Truth


As watchmen, we expose tares—apostate teachings that silence Yahovah’s daughters—while sowing wheat: the truth of Yeshua’s inclusive kingdom. The hidden manna (Revelation 2:17) is Yahovah’s pure word, revealed to those who seek Him. Let’s guide others with love, using scripture to dismantle falsehoods and restore Yahovah’s order.


Prayer: “Yahovah, grant us wisdom to discern wheat from tares and courage to share Your truth. May we lead others to Yeshua with love. Amen.”





