The concept of a godly marriage and the duties of husband and wife are addressed in both the canonical Bible (Old and New Testaments) and the Apocrypha (deuterocanonical books and select pseudepigraphal texts like Jubilees and 1 Enoch, as requested). These texts emphasize marriage as a sacred covenant, rooted in mutual love, respect, and fidelity, with distinct yet complementary roles for husbands and wives, all under God’s design. Below, I’ll outline the teachings on a godly marriage and the specific duties of husbands and wives, drawing from the Bible and Apocrypha, including relevant insights from Jubilees and 1 Enoch where applicable.





. A Godly Marriage: Biblical and Apocryphal Foundations


Canonical Bible:


Genesis 2:18–24: Marriage is instituted by God, with Eve created as a “helper fit for” Adam. The two become “one flesh,” signifying unity, intimacy, and permanence (v. 24: “a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife”). 


Malachi 2:14–16: God views marriage as a covenant, hating divorce because it violates this sacred bond. Faithfulness is central. 


Ephesians 5:22–33: Marriage reflects Christ’s relationship with the church, with mutual submission (v. 21), love, and respect as core principles. 


1 Corinthians 7:3–5, 10–16: Marriage involves mutual obligations, including sexual fidelity, unity, and perseverance, even in mixed-faith marriages. 


Proverbs 31:10–31: The “excellent wife” is praised for her virtue, industry, and godliness, showing marriage as a partnership. 


Apocrypha:


Tobit 8:4–8: Tobias and Sarah’s marriage is marked by prayer, purity, and trust in God, emphasizing divine guidance. 


Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 25:1, 26:1–4, 36:24–31: A good wife brings joy and honor, and marriage is a blessing when rooted in wisdom and fidelity. 


Wisdom of Solomon 7:28: Living rightly with a spouse aligns with God’s wisdom. 


Jubilees: Reinforces Genesis’ patriarchal marriage model, emphasizing purity and covenant (e.g., Jubilees 3:1–7 on Adam and Eve). 


1 Enoch: While less focused on marriage, it warns against illicit unions (e.g., angels with human women, 1 Enoch 6–7), indirectly upholding godly marriage. 


Core Principles of a Godly Marriage:


Covenantal Bond: Marriage is a divine institution, uniting husband and wife in a lifelong commitment (Genesis 2:24, Malachi 2:14). 


Mutual Love and Respect: Love (agape for husbands, respect for wives) is foundational (Ephesians 5:25, 33). 


Fidelity and Purity: Sexual and emotional faithfulness is required (1 Corinthians 7:3–5, Tobit 8:7). 


God-Centered: Prayer, worship, and obedience to God strengthen the union (Tobit 8:4–8, Sirach 26:1–4). 


Partnership: Husband and wife complement each other, sharing responsibilities (Proverbs 31, Sirach 36:24). 





Duties of the Husband


Canonical Bible:


Love Sacrificially: 


Ephesians 5:25–28: Husbands must love their wives “as Christ loved the church,” giving themselves up for her, prioritizing her well-being even at personal cost. 


Colossians 3:19: “Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them.” 


Provide and Protect: 


1 Timothy 5:8: A husband must provide for his household, or he “denies the faith.” 


Genesis 2:15, 3:17–19: Adam’s role as provider (working the land) implies a husband’s duty to ensure material and spiritual security. 


Lead with Humility: 


Ephesians 5:23: The husband is the “head” of the wife, as Christ is head of the church. This leadership is servant-like, not domineering (see Mark 10:42–45). 


1 Peter 3:7: Husbands must live with their wives “in an understanding way,” honoring them as co-heirs of grace, showing empathy and respect. 


Be Faithful: 


1 Corinthians 7:3–4: The husband owes his wife conjugal rights, maintaining sexual fidelity and mutual devotion. 


Proverbs 5:15–19: He is to delight in his wife alone, avoiding adultery. 


Nurture Spiritually: 


Ephesians 5:26–27: Husbands should foster their wives’ holiness, encouraging spiritual growth through love and example. 


Deuteronomy 6:4–7: As household leaders, husbands teach God’s commands to their family. 


Apocrypha:


Tobit 8:5–7: Tobias prays for God’s mercy in his marriage, showing a husband’s duty to seek divine guidance and protect his wife (e.g., from demonic influence in the story). 


Sirach 25:8, 26:13–16: A husband must cherish his wife’s virtue and support her godliness, as her “charm” and “continence” honor him. 


Jubilees 3:3–6: Adam’s naming of Eve and their unity reflect the husband’s role in affirming the marital bond under God’s order. 


1 Enoch (Indirect): The fallen angels’ illicit unions (1 Enoch 6–8) contrast with a husband’s duty to maintain purity and honor in marriage. 


Summary of Husband’s Duties:


Love selflessly, emulating Christ’s sacrifice. 


Provide material and emotional security. 


Lead with humility, empathy, and spiritual guidance. 


Remain faithful, exclusive, and devoted. 


Foster the wife’s spiritual and personal growth. 





Duties of the Wife


Canonical Bible:


Respect and Submit: 


Ephesians 5:22–24, 33: Wives are to submit to their husbands “as to the Lord,” respecting them as the church respects Christ. Submission is voluntary, within mutual submission (v. 21). 


Colossians 3:18: Wives should submit “as is fitting in the Lord,” implying a godly context. 


Support and Partner: 


Proverbs 31:10–31: The “excellent wife” manages the household, supports her husband’s reputation, and contributes to family prosperity through diligence and wisdom. 


Genesis 2:18: As a “helper fit for him,” the wife complements her husband, sharing in life’s work and purpose. 


Be Faithful: 


1 Corinthians 7:3–4: Wives owe their husbands conjugal rights, maintaining sexual fidelity and mutual devotion. 


Proverbs 12:4: A virtuous wife is her husband’s “crown,” avoiding shame through loyalty. 


Nurture the Home: 


Titus 2:4–5: Older women teach younger wives to love their husbands and children, be self-controlled, pure, and busy at home, reflecting godliness. 


1 Timothy 5:14: Young widows are encouraged to marry, bear children, and manage households, contributing to family stability. 


Exhibit Godly Character: 


1 Peter 3:1–6: Wives should display a “gentle and quiet spirit,” winning over even unbelieving husbands through conduct, not outward adornment. 


Proverbs 31:25–26: Strength, dignity, and wise speech mark a godly wife. 


Apocrypha:


Tobit 8:4–8: Sarah exemplifies a godly wife by joining Tobias in prayer and trusting God, showing devotion and purity (she avoids despair despite past trials). 


Sirach 26:1–4, 14–16: A good wife blesses her husband with joy, is silent (discreet) and virtuous, and her “continence” is like a “pillar of gold.” She supports her husband’s honor. 


Sirach 36:24–26: A wife is her husband’s “helper” and “pillar of rest,” implying support and partnership. 


Jubilees 3:1–7: Eve’s creation as Adam’s partner reinforces the wife’s role as a complementary helper, living in unity and purity. 


1 Enoch (Indirect): The condemnation of illicit unions (1 Enoch 6–8) implies a wife’s duty to maintain purity and honor in marriage, avoiding moral corruption. 


Summary of Wife’s Duties:


Respect and submit to her husband in a godly context. 


Support him as a partner, contributing to family welfare. 


Remain faithful, exclusive, and devoted. 


Manage the household with diligence and wisdom. 


Reflect godliness through character, speech, and conduct. 





Additional Insights from Jubilees and 1 Enoch


While Jubilees and 1 Enoch focus more on cosmology and eschatology than marriage, they offer indirect guidance:


Jubilees: 


Reinforces the Genesis model of marriage as a divine ordinance (Jubilees 3:1–7), emphasizing purity and covenant fidelity. 


Patriarchal marriages (e.g., Abraham and Sarah, Jubilees 19) show wives supporting husbands’ spiritual missions, while husbands protect and lead. 


Warns against intermarriage with foreigners (Jubilees 30, on Dinah), stressing the need for godly unions. 


1 Enoch: 


The Watchers’ sinful unions with human women (1 Enoch 6–8) serve as a negative example, highlighting the importance of purity and divine approval in marriage. 


Enoch’s righteousness (1 Enoch 1, 12) implies that husbands and wives should uphold godliness in their union, avoiding corruption. 


Both texts underscore marriage’s sacredness, aligning with canonical calls for fidelity and godliness, though they lack detailed role descriptions.





Challenges and Contextual Notes


Cultural Context: Biblical and apocryphal texts reflect patriarchal societies, with husbands as household heads and wives as helpers. Modern interpretations often emphasize mutual submission (Ephesians 5:21) to balance these roles. 


Apocryphal Weight: Canonical texts (e.g., Ephesians, Proverbs) provide more explicit guidance than the Apocrypha, where marriage teachings (e.g., Sirach, Tobit) are supplementary. Jubilees and 1 Enoch are less direct, focusing on purity and divine order. 


Theological Lens: 


Jewish View: Emphasizes covenant and family continuity (Genesis, Malachi), with Apocrypha like Sirach reinforcing wisdom in marriage. 


Christian View: Sees marriage as a type of Christ and the church (Ephesians 5), with Tobit’s prayerful union as a model. 


Sectarian (Jubilees, Enoch): Stresses purity and separation from ungodly influences in marriage. 


Application: Duties are not rigid; love and respect are mutual (1 Corinthians 7:3–5). Harsh or abusive “leadership” contradicts biblical love (Colossians 3:19, 1 Peter 3:7). 





Conclusion


A godly marriage, according to the Bible and Apocrypha, is a covenantal, God-centered union marked by love, fidelity, and mutual support. Husbands are called to love sacrificially, lead humbly, provide, protect, and nurture their wives’ spiritual growth (Ephesians 5:25–28, Tobit 8:5–7). Wives are to respect and submit to their husbands, support them as partners, manage the home, and reflect godly character (Ephesians 5:22–24, Proverbs 31, Sirach 26). Both share duties of fidelity, prayer, and devotion to God (1 Corinthians 7, Tobit 8:4–8). Jubilees and 1 Enoch reinforce marriage’s sacredness and purity, though with less focus on specific roles. Together, these texts present marriage as a partnership under God’s design, with complementary roles aimed at mutual flourishing and divine glory.





