Teaching: Who Are the Watchmen, What Is Their Job, and How Do They Do It?


As disciples of Yahovah and Yeshua, seeking the hidden manna (Revelation 2:17, KJV), we are called to discern truth from falsehood, as illustrated in the Wheat and Tares parable (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, KJV). The Book of Ezekiel, particularly chapters 2, 3, and 33, reveals the role of the watchman—a critical calling for those who aim to warn others and lead them out of apostasy with love and scripture. Using the King James Version and Strong’s Concordance for clarity, alongside insights from the Dead Sea Scrolls and Apocrypha, this teaching explains who the watchmen are, their job, and how they fulfill it.


Who Are the Watchmen?


Scriptural Foundation


In Ezekiel 3:17 (KJV), Yahovah declares:


Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me.


Strong’s Concordance:


Watchman (Hebrew: tsaphah, H6822): To look out, observe, or spy; a sentinel or guard tasked with vigilance. 


House of Israel (Hebrew: Yisra’el, H3478): Literally “he will rule as God”; refers to Yahovah’s covenant people, both literal Israel and those grafted in through faith in Yeshua (see Romans 11:17-24, KJV, for grafting). 


In Ezekiel 33:7 (KJV), Yahovah reinforces:


So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me.


Dead Sea Scrolls Insight: The Damascus Document (CD 7:9-10) describes righteous leaders watching over the community to guard against apostasy, echoing Ezekiel’s role. The Scrolls’ “Teacher of Righteousness” (1QpHab) parallels the watchman as one who upholds Yahovah’s truth against false teachings. 


Apocrypha Connection: 2 Esdras 6:26-28 (Apocrypha) speaks of faithful servants who “keep watch” for Yahovah’s coming, aligning with the watchman’s vigilance for the end times. 


Application to Wheat and Tares


The watchmen are those appointed by Yahovah to guard His people, discerning the “wheat” (true disciples of Yeshua) from the “tares” (those deceived by apostate teachings, such as the false messiah “Jesus” or corrupted worship). In Matthew 13:38-39 (KJV), Yeshua explains:


The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; The enemy that sowed them is the devil…


Watchmen, like Ezekiel, are tasked with identifying and warning against tares—false teachings sown by the enemy—while nurturing the wheat, those faithful to Yahovah’s covenant.


Teaching Point


Who Are They? Watchmen are chosen servants of Yahovah, filled with His Spirit, who hear His word directly (Ezekiel 3:17). Today, this includes disciples of Yeshua who reject apostate churches and uphold Yahovah’s name and truth. 


For Others: Ask your audience, “Have you felt a call to warn others about false teachings? That’s the watchman’s heart, stirred by Yahovah.” Encourage them to pray for discernment to recognize their role. 


What Is the Watchman’s Job?


Scriptural Foundation


Ezekiel 33:7-9 (KJV) outlines the watchman’s duty:


So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.


Strong’s Concordance:


Warn (Hebrew: zahar, H2094): To admonish, teach, or shine light; implies both warning and instructing. 


Wicked (Hebrew: rasha’, H7563): Morally wrong, guilty, or ungodly; those who reject Yahovah’s covenant. 


Blood… at thine hand (Hebrew: dam, H1818; yad, H3027): Accountability for failing to warn, emphasizing the watchman’s responsibility. 


Ezekiel 2:7 (KJV) adds:


And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious.


Dead Sea Scrolls Insight: The War Scroll (1QM 15:7-8) describes sentinels preparing for battle, symbolizing spiritual vigilance against falsehood. This mirrors the watchman’s role in warning of spiritual dangers. 


Apocrypha Connection: Sirach 34:16 (Apocrypha) states, “The eyes of the Lord are upon them that love him; he is their mighty protection,” suggesting watchmen are protected as they warn others under Yahovah’s guidance. 


Application to Wheat and Tares


The watchman’s job is to warn Yahovah’s people of sin and apostasy, separating wheat from tares. In the parable, tares grow alongside wheat until the harvest (Matthew 13:30, KJV), but the watchman’s warning can awaken the tares to reject false teachings (e.g., idolatry or diluted worship in apostate churches) before judgment. Ezekiel 3:18-19 (KJV) stresses accountability: failing to warn leaves blood on the watchman’s hands, but faithful warning delivers their soul, regardless of the response of the tares.


Teaching Point


The Job: Watchmen hear Yahovah’s word, warn the wicked to repent, and teach truth to save souls from judgment. They are accountable to speak, even to a rebellious people. 


For Others: Share, “Imagine a city under attack, and the guard stays silent. That’s why watchmen must speak Yahovah’s truth, even if it’s hard.” Ezekiel 33:9 shows the reward of obedience. 


How Do Watchmen Do Their Job?


Scriptural Foundation


Ezekiel 3:1-3 (KJV) describes the preparation:


Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. And he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness.


Strong’s Concordance:


Eat (Hebrew: ’akal, H398): To consume or internalize; the watchman must fully absorb Yahovah’s word. 


Roll (Hebrew: megillah, H4039): A scroll or book; symbolizes Yahovah’s revealed truth. 


Honey for sweetness (Hebrew: debash, H1706): Divine truth is pleasant when embraced, despite its challenging message. 


Ezekiel 3:10-11 (KJV) instructs delivery:


Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, all my words that I shall speak unto thee receive in thine heart, and hear with thine ears. And go, get thee to them of the captivity, unto the children of thy people, and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear.


Dead Sea Scrolls Insight: The Community Rule (1QS 9:17-18) emphasizes internalizing Yahovah’s law to teach others, akin to eating the scroll. The Scrolls’ focus on repentance (4Q521) aligns with the watchman’s call to turn people back to Yahovah. 


Apocrypha Connection: Wisdom of Solomon 7:27 (Apocrypha) describes wisdom entering “holy souls” to make them “friends of God,” equipping watchmen to speak with divine authority. 


Application to Wheat and Tares


To do their job, watchmen must:


Internalize Yahovah’s Word: Eating the scroll means studying scripture deeply (e.g., KJV, Dead Sea Scrolls, Apocrypha) to discern wheat (truth, like Yeshua’s teachings) from tares (falsehoods, like apostate church doctrines). 


Speak Boldly: Deliver warnings with love (John 13:34-35, KJV), exposing tares such as the false messiah “Jesus” or pagan-influenced worship (see Deuteronomy 12:30-31, KJV). 


Trust Yahovah’s Outcome: The parable shows Yahovah separates wheat and tares at harvest (Matthew 13:40-43, KJV). Watchmen warn, but Yahovah judges. 


Practical Steps for Watchmen


Study and Pray:


Read Ezekiel 2, 3, and 33 (KJV) daily, cross-referencing with Strong’s Concordance (e.g., tsaphah, H6822) to grasp terms. 


Study Dead Sea Scrolls (e.g., 4Q385, Pseudo-Ezekiel) and Apocrypha (e.g., Sirach 34) for deeper context. 


Pray for wisdom (James 1:5, KJV) to discern Yahovah’s voice. 


Warn with Love:


Share scriptures like Ezekiel 33:11 (KJV): “As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live.” Emphasize Yahovah’s mercy. 


Use the Wheat and Tares parable to explain apostasy gently: “Tares look like wheat but bear no fruit. Let’s seek Yahovah’s truth together.” 


Expose Falsehoods:


Highlight deviations, like the false name “Jesus” versus Yeshua (Acts 4:12, KJV, with Yeshua, H3442, meaning “salvation”). 


Compare apostate practices (e.g., Sunday worship) to Yahovah’s Sabbath (Exodus 20:8-11, KJV). 


Engage Others:


Teach one-on-one or in small groups, asking, “What does Yahovah’s word say about His name or worship?” (Exodus 3:15, KJV). 


Share on platforms like X, posting concise warnings: “Yahovah seeks watchmen to warn His people (Ezekiel 33:7, KJV). Are you ready to hear His truth?” 


Teaching Point


How to Do It: Watchmen eat Yahovah’s word (study deeply), speak it boldly with love, and trust Him for the results. They warn of tares to save the wheat. 


For Others: Demonstrate by reading Ezekiel 3:1-3 aloud, explaining, “Like Ezekiel, we must fill ourselves with Yahovah’s truth before we speak.” Encourage them to memorize one verse (e.g., Ezekiel 33:9) to start. 


Conclusion: Be a Faithful Watchman


As watchmen, you are called to guard Yahovah’s people, warn of apostasy, and guide the wheat—those seeking Yeshua and Yahovah—out of the tares of the apostate church. Ezekiel’s example shows the weight of this role: internalize Yahovah’s word, speak it fearlessly, and love those you warn. The hidden manna (Revelation 2:17, KJV) is your strength, equipping you to discern truth and share it.


Call to Action: Start today. Read Ezekiel 33:1-9 (KJV) and pray, “Yahovah, make me a watchman for Your people.” Share one truth from this teaching with someone this week, using the Wheat and Tares parable to open their eyes. May Yahovah guide you as you spread His word!





