Detailed Breakdown of the Ten Commandments


This analysis provides a detailed breakdown of each of the Ten Commandments using the Bible, Dead Sea Scrolls, Apocrypha, and other biblical texts. The focus is on the textual evidence itself, avoiding Christian and Jewish doctrine or traditions, to present an objective understanding of each commandment.





1. "I am the Lord your God... You shall have no other gods before me."


Biblical Text: 


Exodus 20:2-3: "I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me." 


Deuteronomy 5:6-7: Identical to Exodus.�This commandment establishes Yahovah as the singular, exclusive God of Israel, emphasizing His role as their deliverer and the prohibition against worshiping any other deity. 


Biblical Context:�Given at verbally at Horab and on Stone Tablets at Mount Sinai, this commandment forms the foundation of the covenant, affirming Yahovah’s unique sovereignty over Israel.


Dead Sea Scrolls: 


Hymns Scroll (1QH): Contains praises to Yahovah as the sole Creator and Sovereign, reinforcing His exclusivity (e.g., 1QH 9:10-11: "You alone did create the just"). 


Apocrypha: 


Wisdom of Solomon 14:12-14: Critiques idolatry, stating, "The idea of making idols was the beginning of fornication... neither have they existed from the beginning nor will they exist forever." 


Other Biblical Texts: 


Isaiah 44:6: "I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god."�This commandment insists on monotheism and Yahovah’s unparalleled authority. 





2. "You shall not make for yourself a carved image..."


Biblical Text: 


Exodus 20:4-6: "You shall not make for yourself a carved image... You shall not bow down to them or serve them..." 


Deuteronomy 5:8-10: Similar to Exodus.�This prohibits creating and worshiping idols or any physical representations of deities. 


Biblical Context:�Part of the Sinai covenant, emphasizing Yahovah’s jealousy and the consequences of idolatry.


Dead Sea Scrolls: 


Temple Scroll (11QT 2:10-11): Prohibits making or worshiping idols, reflecting the biblical command. 


Apocrypha: 


Wisdom of Solomon 13-15: Extensively critiques idolatry as foolishness and the root of immorality. 


Other Biblical Texts: 


Jeremiah 10:1-5: Mocks idol-making, affirming that idols are not gods.�This commandment enforces the prohibition of idolatry in all forms. 





3. "You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain."


Biblical Text: 


Exodus 20:7: "You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain..." 


Deuteronomy 5:11: Identical to Exodus.�This commands reverence for Yahovah’s name, prohibiting its misuse. 


Biblical Context:�Given at Sinai, emphasizing the sanctity of Yahovah’s name.


Dead Sea Scrolls: 


Community Rule (1QS 6:27-7:2): Prescribes penalties for careless speech involving God’s name. 


Apocrypha: 


Sirach 23:9-10: Warns against habitual swearing and misusing the Holy One’s name. 


Other Biblical Texts: 


Leviticus 19:12: Prohibits swearing falsely by Yahovah’s name.�This commandment ensures that Yahovah’s name is treated with utmost respect. 





4. "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy."


Biblical Text: 


Exodus 20:8-11: Commands rest on the seventh day, commemorating creation. 


Deuteronomy 5:12-15: Adds remembrance of deliverance from Egypt.�This establishes the Sabbath as a day of rest and holiness. 


Biblical Context:�Part of the Sinai covenant, linking rest to creation and redemption.


Dead Sea Scrolls: 


Damascus Document (CD 10:14-11:18): Provides detailed Sabbath regulations, prohibiting work and certain activities. 


Apocrypha: 


Jubilees 2:17-32: Emphasizes Sabbath observance as a sign of sanctification. 


Other Biblical Texts: 


Isaiah 58:13-14: Calls for honoring the Sabbath by refraining from personal pleasures.�This commandment mandates a weekly day of rest and worship. 





5. "Honor your father and your mother."


Biblical Text: 


Exodus 20:12: "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land..." 


Deuteronomy 5:16: Adds a promise of prosperity.�This commands respect and care for parents, with blessings attached. 


Biblical Context:�Given at Sinai, emphasizing familial duty.


Dead Sea Scrolls: 


Damascus Document (CD 7:6-9): Mentions honoring parents, though less prominently. 


Apocrypha: 


Sirach 3:1-16: Details the importance of honoring parents and the blessings it brings. 


Other Biblical Texts: 


Proverbs 1:8: Urges listening to parental instruction.�This commandment underscores the value of family and generational respect. 





6. "You shall not murder."


Biblical Text: 


Exodus 20:13: "You shall not murder." 


Deuteronomy 5:17: Identical to Exodus.�This prohibits the unlawful taking of human life. 


Biblical Context:�Part of the Sinai covenant, protecting human life.


Dead Sea Scrolls: 


Community Rule (1QS 1:21-22): Includes a commitment not to harm fellow members. 


Apocrypha: 


Wisdom of Solomon 2:12-20: Condemns plotting against the righteous. 


Other Biblical Texts: 


Genesis 9:6: Establishes the sanctity of human life.�This commandment affirms the value of human life and prohibits murder. 





7. "You shall not commit adultery."


Biblical Text: 


Exodus 20:14: "You shall not commit adultery." 


Deuteronomy 5:18: Identical to Exodus.�This protects the sanctity of marriage. 


Biblical Context:�Given at Sinai, emphasizing marital fidelity.


Dead Sea Scrolls: 


Damascus Document (CD 4:20-5:1): Condemns adultery and polygamy. 


Apocrypha: 


Sirach 23:16-27: Warns against sexual immorality, including adultery. 


Other Biblical Texts: 


Proverbs 6:32-35: Describes the dangers of adultery.�This commandment upholds faithfulness within marriage. 





8. "You shall not steal."


Biblical Text: 


Exodus 20:15: "You shall not steal." 


Deuteronomy 5:19: Identical to Exodus.�This protects property rights. 


Biblical Context:�Part of the Sinai covenant, ensuring respect for others’ belongings.


Dead Sea Scrolls: 


Community Rule (1QS 7:6-8): Prescribes penalties for theft within the community. 


Apocrypha: 


Tobit 2:11-14: Recounts Tobit’s honesty in returning found money. 


Other Biblical Texts: 


Leviticus 19:11: Prohibits stealing and dealing falsely.�This commandment prohibits taking what belongs to another. 





9. "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor."


Biblical Text: 


Exodus 20:16: "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor." 


Deuteronomy 5:20: Identical to Exodus.�This protects truth and justice, especially in legal contexts. 


Biblical Context:�Given at Sinai, emphasizing honesty.


Dead Sea Scrolls: 


Community Rule (1QS 6:24-25): Requires truthful reproof among members. 


Apocrypha: 


Susanna (Daniel 13): Illustrates the dangers of false testimony. 


Other Biblical Texts: 


Proverbs 12:17: Praises truthful speech.�This commandment enforces honesty, particularly in testimony. 





10. "You shall not covet."


Biblical Text: 


Exodus 20:17: "You shall not covet your neighbor's house... or anything that is your neighbor's." 


Deuteronomy 5:21: Similar, with slight variations.�This prohibits desire for what belongs to others. 


Biblical Context:�Part of the Sinai covenant, addressing internal attitudes.


Dead Sea Scrolls: 


Damascus Document (CD 2:16-17): Warns against lustful inclinations. 


Apocrypha: 


Sirach 14:9: Speaks against greed and covetousness. 


Other Biblical Texts: 


James 4:2: Links coveting to conflict.�This commandment prohibits covetous desires, focusing on the heart’s intentions. 





Summary Table


Commandment�
Key Texts�
Summary�
�
1. No other gods�
Exodus 20:2-3, Deuteronomy 5:6-7, 1QH 9:10-11, Wisdom 14:12-14, Isaiah 44:6�
Yahovah alone is God; no worship of other deities.�
�
2. No idols�
Exodus 20:4-6, Deuteronomy 5:8-10, 11QT 2:10-11, Wisdom 13-15, Jeremiah 10:1-5�
Prohibition of creating or worshiping idols.�
�
3. No misuse of God's name�
Exodus 20:7, Deuteronomy 5:11, 1QS 6:27-7:2, Sirach 23:9-10, Leviticus 19:12�
Reverence for Yahovah’s name; no vain or false use.�
�
4. Keep the Sabbath�
Exodus 20:8-11, Deuteronomy 5:12-15, CD 10:14-11:18, Jubilees 2:17-32, Isaiah 58:13-14�
Rest and holiness on the seventh day.�
�
5. Honor parents�
Exodus 20:12, Deuteronomy 5:16, CD 7:6-9, Sirach 3:1-16, Proverbs 1:8�
Respect and care for parents, with promises of blessing.�
�
6. No murder�
Exodus 20:13, Deuteronomy 5:17, 1QS 1:21-22, Wisdom 2:12-20, Genesis 9:6�
Prohibition of unlawful killing.�
�
7. No adultery�
Exodus 20:14, Deuteronomy 5:18, CD 4:20-5:1, Sirach 23:16-27, Proverbs 6:32-35�
Faithfulness in marriage.�
�
8. No stealing�
Exodus 20:15, Deuteronomy 5:19, 1QS 7:6-8, Tobit 2:11-14, Leviticus 19:11�
Respect for others’ property.�
�
9. No false witness�
Exodus 20:16, Deuteronomy 5:20, 1QS 6:24-25, Susanna, Proverbs 12:17�
Honesty, especially in legal testimony.�
�
10. No coveting�
Exodus 20:17, Deuteronomy 5:21, CD 2:16-17, Sirach 14:9, James 4:2�
Prohibition of desiring what belongs to others.�
�



Conclusion


The Ten Commandments, as presented in the Bible and reinforced by the Dead Sea Scrolls, Apocrypha, and other biblical texts, establish a moral and spiritual framework centered on exclusive worship of Yahovah, ethical behavior, and community integrity. Each commandment is supported across these ancient texts, emphasizing their enduring significance.





